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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 100 Years 
Serving the Fairfax 
African American 

Catholic Community 
Since 1922 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Weekday Mass During School: SCHOOL IS ON RECESS FOR THANKSGIVING THIS WEEK. 

Monday: 9am and Thursday: 9am 
Thursday: 6:30pm - Zoom Rosary – Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura /NO ROSARY DUE TO THANKSGIVING. 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Blessings December 4, 2022  
2nd Sunday Rosary /December 11, 2022  

3rd Sunday/November 20th, 2022, Thomas Clark Scholarship Collection  
Saturday/December 17th 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal  

Mass Intention: WORLD PEACE 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 

 

Friends and Parishioners requesting prayers:  

Pam Watkins (niece of Phillip Clipps) Sidney L. Emmerson/ Hazel B. Emmerson /Annie L. Emmerson /Deacon 
Shelby Friend and Maxine Friend/ Lawrence Garrett / Janet Allen / Moria Clark/ Linda Gamble / Leonard Love 
/Sr. Juanita Shealey, CSJ / Phillip & Phillis Clipps / Tina Crutchfield Williams / Louise Napier / Lorraine Bradley 
/Jason Davis / Ruth Hill / Fr. Gary Chmura / Diane Hunter/ Mark Moliff /Julie Davis/ Pat Young / Clarence 
Williams, C.PP.S / Betty Moise / Carol Sanderall / Chester Walker, Sr. / Delores Jones /Howard Jackson / 
Jimmy Gilmore / Kulura Blount / Star Blount / Robert Butler / Madison Maynard /Doris St. Clair / Perry 
Johnson / Tristan Barnes / Cedric Barnes Jr. / Rudy Thompson, Sr. / Tiffany Skillern / Raymond Goodrum / 
Tom & Cathey Ullom 



St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament *2347 East 83rd Street * Cleveland * Ohio * 44104 
Volume 2022/Issue 46 

 

November 20, 022   
 

 

Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
 

Christ the King On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Christ 
the King. Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his encyclical Quas Primas (“In the first”) to 
respond to growing nationalism and secularism. His encyclical reminds the faithful that while 
governments and philosophies come and go, Christ reigns as king forever.  

~ Excerpt from USCCB.org 
 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Year C) 
 
Background:  
More than a thousand years of Christianity had passed before the portrayal of Jesus on the cross 
showed him as dead. Luke’s Passion narrative, like John’s, portrays him as achieving victory through his 
shame, suffering, and death. Today we read about how this man who had shown transforming mercy 
to so many weak and sinful people can now look at another sinner who admits that he deserves this 
kind of death that, because of his faith, this very day he will know Christ’s kingdom, a true paradise. 
And, as St. Paul assures us today, the same liberation is already ours. 
 
Discussion Questions 

• When have you experienced physical, mental, or emotional healing? Who was God’s 
instrument in setting you free? 

• How did you show your gratitude? Looking back, would you do anything differently? 
• Avoiding the risk of being self-righteous, for whom in your life might you be God’s instrument 

of healing? 
• How can you bring healing to your world by standing up for people who are being stereotyped 

— and thereby set everybody free? 
 
Practice:  
Each day this week pray St. Francis prayer, “Lord, make me a channel of your peace.”  

 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

 
~ Adapted from TeamRCIA 
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Thank you to everyone who helped in gathering cookies for the Juvenile Justice Center for family 
visitations on Saturday November 18 and Sunday November 19. This was big since there is a potential 
of 400 children and family members. This is both evangelization and a corporal work of mercy. It is our 
opportunity to accompany some young people who are in trouble and remind them that they are 
neither forgotten nor abandoned. Thank you for joining this effort. Fr G 
 
Cleveland Food Bank - Throughout Northeast Ohio, one in six people are food insecure – meaning that 
they may not know from where their next meal will come. Undoubtedly, this number has risen since 
the COVID-19 crisis. The Greater Cleveland Food Bank seeks to bridge the meal gap, connecting 
individuals with the nutritious meals they need to succeed. If you need help to get (or retain) your 
benefits, find a pantry that serves your area, or to see if you meet the guidelines for assistance, call the 
Food Bank at216-738-2067, or visit https://GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org. 
 
It was in November of 1922 that ground was broken to build Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament and 
School. The first Black Catholic Church in the Cleveland Diocese and the second Black Catholic Church 
in the United States. 100 years later, we celebrated this event with OUR PILGRIMEGE FROM OUR LADY 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT to St. Adalbert/OLBS Saturday, November 12, 2022.  
 
We shared stories and insights on the significance of being the “Mother Church” for Black Catholicism 
in Cleveland. We enjoyed a spaghetti and meatball dinner prepared by Fr. Gary in the ELC after mass 
and continued sharing our stories of the past. 
 
Thank you to Harvest Time Evangelical Ministries and Pastor William Johnson for the opportunity to 
meet and worship in this sacred space. Although the school, rectory and convent have long been 
demolished, the church continues to be used as a sacred space for worship every Sunday. Thank you 
also to those who aided in making this event a reality. 
 
Our Parish Rosary Program: Please consider joining us weekly on the Thursday Zoom Rosary with Fr. 
Gary and OLP parishioners and each 2nd Sunday before Mass to pray the Rosary. Each week, please 
either email or text Fr. Gary or Phillis Clipps or drop in the collection basket a slip of paper with the 
number of rosaries you prayed the previous week. Rosaries prayed the week ending November 19: 32 
 
Campaign for Human Development - This weekend, our special collection will support the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development. More than thirty-eight million people in the United States live in 
poverty. This collection supports programs that empower people to identify and address the obstacles 
they face as they work to bring permanent and positive change to their communities. In addition, 25% 
of the funds we collect remain in our Diocese to fund local anti-poverty projects. Please prayerfully  
consider how you can support this collection and those working on the margins. 
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BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH /Shepherding Committee- 
For the month of November, we have organized Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary prayer services to 
celebrate Black Catholic History month and the Eucharistic Revival. ALL ARE WELCOME. We will use 
reflections on the mysteries created in honor of the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights movement. 
The prayer services will begin at 7 pm and rotate weekly, a different day each week, in order to have 
the opportunity to pray for each of the mysteries. Please consider attending each evening of the 
Eucharistic Revival.  
 
The schedule is as follows:  
 

Joyful Mysteries | Education, Social & Economic Justice 
Monday, Nov 21: St. Agnes / Our Lady of Fatima 

 
Glorious Mysteries | The Black Catholic Response 

Wednesday, Nov 30: St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

JUST SAYING... 
Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies are common among most religions after harvests and at 
other times. The Thanksgiving holiday's history in North America is rooted in English traditions dating from the 
Protestant Reformation. It also has aspects of a harvest festival, even though the harvest in New England occurs 
well before the late-November date on which the modern Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated. 
 
In the English tradition, days of thanksgiving and special thanksgiving religious services became important during 
the English Reformation in the reign of Henry VIII. Before 1536 there were 95 Church holidays, plus 52 Sundays, 
when people were required to attend church and forego work. Though the 1536 reforms in the Church of 
England reduced the number of holidays in the liturgical calendar to 27, the Puritan party in the Anglican Church 
wished to eliminate all Church holidays apart from the weekly Lord's Day, including the evangelical feasts of 
Christmas and Easter (cf. Puritan Sabbatarianism). The holidays were to be replaced by specially called Days of 
Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving, in response to events that the Puritans viewed as acts of special providence. 
Unexpected disasters or threats of judgement from on high called for Days of Fasting. 
 
Thanksgiving, celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November since 1941 due to federal legislation, has been an 
annual tradition in the United States by presidential proclamation since 1863 and by state legislation since the 
Founding Fathers of the United States.  
 
What Americans call the "Holiday Season" generally begins with Thanksgiving. The first day after Thanksgiving 
Day—Black Friday—marks the start of the Christmas shopping season. Thanksgiving is usually celebrated with a 
family meal. Beginning in the 2010s, a new tradition has emerged to also celebrate Thanksgiving with a meal 
with friends, as a separate event. This is referred to as Friendsgiving. 
 
EXCERPTS FROM: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving#:~:text=Although%20Thanksgiving%20has%20historical%20roots%2
0in%20religious%20and%20cultural%20traditions 

 


